
Edward Colston statue explainer - notes for teachers

● Edward Colston was a Bristol-born merchant and transatlantic
slave trader.

● A statue was erected in a public park in Bristol in the late
nineteenth century to commemorate his reputation in Bristol as a
philanthropist. He donated towards schools, almshouses and
churches.

● However, he made the majority of his money through his work at
the Royal African Company (RAC) which had a monopoly on the
west African slave trade.

● The RAC transported more than 100,000 slaves to the Americas,
cramming them into ships in appalling conditions to maximise
profits.

● During the worldwide Black Lives Matter protests following the
murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis on 5 May 2020, protestors
pulled down the Edward Colston statue.

● A petition with thousands of signatures argued ‘whilst history
shouldn’t be forgotten, these people who benefited from the
enslavement of individuals do not deserve the honour of a statue’.

● Four people were charged with criminal damage but later cleared
in court.

Full version of the BBC news story about the toppling of the statue.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-52955868

